
Creating links in education. Teachers and their associations

The Association of University Professors  
of Ljubljana 1919–1945

-
ku – ob koncu leta 1921 – ustanovila društvo, 
ki je povezalo visokošolske profesorje in se je 

v Ljubljani.« Naloga društva je bila pomagati 

-
tju, to je v dvajsetih letih prejšnjega stoletja 

-

slovenske univerze. Prizadevali so si zlasti za 
njeno neokrnjenost in obstoj. Po vojni je bilo 

-
ganizacije, zato se je ukvarjalo s sindikalnimi 

-
vanja, urejanje posmrtninskega in kreditnega 

-
tetnih asistentov in ustvarjanje primernejših 
delovnih razmer na univerzi. 

15th

Abstract
Towards the end of 1921, two years after its 
foundation, the University of Ljubljana estab-
lished an association of professors of higher 
education called “The Society of Teachers of 
Higher Education of Ljubljana”. Its mission 
was to provide support for the young univer-

-
cially – that is, in the 1920’s – the Association 
of Slovenian Professors played an important 
role in the struggle to improve the situation 

was to preserve its integrity and existence. Af-
ter the Second World War more than a decade 
the Association was a part of the union and it 
was mainly dealing with current problems of 
the union members (housing, vacations and 

to improve the status of university teachers 
and working conditions at University.
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Introduction

Archival material represents invaluable cultural heritage that is essential 
for the existence of any institution. For close to half a century, the University of 

-

-
ing University archives coincided with the preparations for the celebration of the 
University's 50th anniversary and was supported by the then-Rector, Dr. Roman 
Modic. 

amounts of archival material and was renamed the University Archival-Museum 
Service. As planned and implemented from the very beginnings of the Service, 

-
chival, museum and library science. The Historical Archives and Museum now 
houses more than 500 linear metres (lm) of archival material in 10 stores. Profes-
sionally processed and stored in suitable depots, the material has been labelled 
and made accessible to users. 

Museum is responsible for documenting the movable cultural heritage of the 

more than a hundred museum exhibits. The museum department has a photo 
-

cessed and organised chronologically and thematically. The archival reference 

most of which were collected by the University administration, while some were 
also acquired through exchanges and purchases. 

-
portance of material presentation for successful research work. Accordingly, they 

– the former Provincial Mansion –, the University rectors and Slovenia's great-
est poet, France Prešeren, as well as detailed presentations of several University 

the Faculty of Technical Sciences and the Faculty of Medicine. The exhibitions 

most exhibitions are available in digital form on the University website.
-

search activities in expert articles and discussions focused on the history of 



Creating links in education. Teachers and their associations

University Historical Archives and Museum has made contributions to science 

-

the teaching process, we are introducing (The Association of University Profes-

have been preserved from the earliest beginnings of the Association, but infor-

minutes. However, we do have materials from the post-war period that date back 

minutes, reports from commissions and pending matters. 

The desire to establish a Slovenian university has a long history, dating back 
-

mands included in the Slovenian national programme was a Slovenian university. 
The idea had a solid foundation in the form of the established Jesuit higher educa-

Board, headed by the President, Dr. Danilo Majaron, and the Secretary, Prof. 
Dr. Fran Ramovš, a young Slovenian linguist. The Board was tasked with laying 

most of whom had previously worked at foreign, mainly Austrian universities 

-

-

-

-

full professors appointed at the Faculty of Arts were Dr. Josip Plemelj, who had 
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previously lectured in mathematics at the 

Slavic linguistics lecturer in Graz, for gen-

private assistant professor at the University 

in Vienna, for the history of modern Slavic 
literature with a special focus on Slovenian 
literature. The Faculty of Technical Sciences 
also appointed four full professors who had 
previously worked as professors or experts 

-

professor at the Vienna University of Tech-

Dr. Karl Hinterlechner, mining councillor at 

Dr. Maks Samec, teacher at the Vienna Re-

the Vienna University of Technology, took 

Faculty of Medicine appointed two full pro-
fessors who had previously lectured at the 
University of Prague, Dr. Albert Botteri, 

assistant professor of ophthalmology, and Dr. Alfred Šerko, a neurology and psy-

who had attained his doctorate in Vienna and specialised in pathology, a subject 
1

found its professors among Slovenian scientists who had already achieved habili-

and sought employment.2 Further obstacles were posed by the government in 
Belgrade delaying new appointments. Additionally, there were requests for the 

Prof. dr. Karel Hinterlechner, 
Professor at the Faculty of 

Technical Sciences, Member of 
the Association of University 
Professors and Rector of the 

University. (University of 
Ljubljana Historical Archives 
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-
greb, it was usually neglected in the national budget. 

As early as 1921, Belgrade called for the closure of two of the smaller Univer-

Sciences, despite the fact that both faculties had successfully formed their own 
institutions and achieved success without state support.3 Attempts to suppress 

-

 
-

-

protection and promotion of the interests of universities, other higher educa-
5 The Association also aimed to defend the 

freedom of religion and education, and to support the preservation and mod-
ern improvement of the autonomy of universities and other higher education 
schools. The Association was intended to protect the interests of teachers under 
any government and on any occasion with the aim of improving their material 
situation.  Another way that the Association tried to achieve this was by coop-

autonomy for the University. Following the measures undertaken by the govern-

-
ment of the academic authorities, the Association was united in lodging a protest 

stated that it welcomes all attempts for a fair autonomy of our universities and 
that the government should only act against university professors with the full 
cooperation of the academic authorities.  Meanwhile, the Association of Uni-
versity Teachers published a resolution strongly defending the autonomy of the 
University. Following a proposal from Prof. Dolenc, the resolution was supported 

 

th anniversa-

5 Slovenian commemorative collection of papers: At the 20th -

of the 1st university council of 20.11. 1923. 
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independence – due to the lack of state resources, it was threatened again by 
-

cial act contained an article that stipulated the closure of the Faculty of Medicine 

-

9 
Prof. Dr. Karel Hinterlechner, Rector and Association member, discussed the 

the continued existence of the Slovenian university by establishing that the clo-
sure of the university would only save the state a negligible share of the national 
budget.10

far more graduates than were needed. Prof. Dr. Hinterlechner replied that the 
main purpose of the university was to "nurture objective science, disregarding 

-

most competent workers at academies".11 However, the matter of the continued 
existence and development of all the faculties and the fate of the University of 

-
versity Board drew up a draft that again planned the downsizing of the University 
and the closure of several faculties. Since there was no dedicated act governing 

-

three universities closer together and ensure the development of each individual 
12 Belgrade mainly fo-

cused its attention on the two smallest faculties, the Faculty of Medicine and 
the Faculty of Technical Sciences. To stand up to them, at the suggestion of Prof. 

of the 1st university council of 15. 10. 1923.
10
11
12 -
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national fund for maintaining the University.13 The council comprised members 

Dr. Karel Hinterlechner and Dr. Fran Eller.

for a resolution wherein it was emphasised that the Slovenian public supports 
the continued unimpeded operation of the University and that its closure would 
represent an illegal activity and a degradation of academic teachers,15 a statement 
that was supported by the professors, students and the political public alike. The 

-

-

the closure of smaller faculties, thus preserving the existing situation. Another 
memorandum was drawn up, stating that university-related issues should be re-

 The new act was later 

-
sociation of University Teachers. 

An important member of the Association was the professor and theologian 

translations, interpretations of patristic literature and analyses of the history of 

-

th dictatorship established by King Alexander and the central-
ised organisation of the state in 1929 brought the Association activities to an end. 

13

th anniversa-

15
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by a single association known as the 
Association of University Teachers of 

univerzitetskih nastavnika kraljevine 
Jugoslavije) with three sections in Bel-

Prof. Dr. Rado Kušej. As of May 1935, 
-

tion of the Association of University 

was Prof. Dr. Marius Rebek, while as-

1932. -

-
ment in resolving university-related 
issues is evident from the minutes of 
the University administration meet-

Kušej reports on his visit to Belgrade, 

delegate, the Rector and Vice-rector 

-

the proposals, he did highlight the irregular hierarchy that would enable an assis-
tant professor to have a higher rank and salary than an associate professor and an 
associate professor was higher than a full professor. The importance of the visit is 
evidenced by the fact that the Belgrade University administration forwarded the 

Kušej's arguments would be implemented.19

to continue their work was within the context of the Association of Teachers in 

a section for university professors and assistant professors. After the German 
-

th anniversary 

19

"The Importance of the University  
of Ljubljana for Slovenes and the State 

of SHS", 1927. Title page.  
(University of Ljubljana Historical 
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20 
After the war, in these new circumstances, the Association was reorganised 

and revived. Despite the relative proximity of the events in the 1950s through 

-
ing minutes and executive board meeting minutes for certain individual years. 
There is no information available for the year 1951, aside from the fact that Prof. 

-

Association was organised into commissions, sections and the Executive Board. 
Soon after 1952, three important commissions and two administrations were es-

-

-
ing physical and recreational activities, health lectures, lectures on current social 
issues, cultural activities, the organisation of daytrips and excursions and activi-

purpose of the Association, the rules prescribed suitable positions, roles, rights 
and obligations for professors, something that the Association focused on in all 
its activities. 

kept up with the conditions at the University, particularly when it came to im-
portant matters such as university reforms, and sought common solutions for 
current political situations. They published many articles on the depoliticisation 
of education, supported a reorganisation of the University to achieve greater au-

conditions, and focused particularly on the issue of pedagogical and research 
work at the University as well as the crucial role of professors in the process. 

changing the attitude of society towards education, especially higher education, 
and establishing a clear delineation of the vision for the development of higher 
education. 

20 -
na 2001, p. 91.
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Summary
The Association of University Professors of Ljubljana 1919-1945

Towards the end of 1921, two years after its foundation, the University of Ljubljana estab-
lished an association of professors of higher education called “The Association of University 
Professors of Ljubljana”. Its mission was to provide support for the young university, faced with 

the 1920’s – the Association of Slovenian Professors played an important role in the struggle 
to improve the situation at the Slovenian university. Their main objective was to preserve its 
integrity and existence. In 1925, Professor PhD Karel Hinterlechner, Association member and 
University Rector, opposed the disbandment of the University and rejected criticism that the 
University of Ljubljana raised too many, graduate students, emphasizing that the University's 
main job was “to cultivate an impartial science, even disregarding the needs of the University”. 
The Association also worked closely with the University Council. Following the measures taken 
by the Belgrade government as a result of the non-academic retirement of some of the professors 
at the University of Zagreb without the knowledge and cooperation of the academic authori-
ties, they responded together, expressing their disagreement. As for the costs necessary for the 

three-member council, responsible for managing a national fund for the support of the Univer-
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sity. It consisted of Professors PhD Franc Ksaver Lukman, PhD Karel Hinterlechner and PhD 

already deep in discussion on individual articles of the law in March 1928 at the general meet-
ing. With its centralist system, the dictatorship of the 6th of January suppressed the operation 
of the Association. In 1931, the dissolved Slovenian “Society of University Teachers” was replaced 
by “The Association of University Teachers of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia” with three individual 
sections in Belgrade, Zagreb and Ljubljana. One year before the war, the Ljubljana section had 

Association of Schoolteachers of the Region of Ljubljana was formed with separate branches for 
university and assistant professors. After the war, the Association revived once again. 

Povzetek 
Društvo univerzitetnih profesorjev v Ljubljani 1919–1945

Ljubljanska univerza je dve leti po nastanku – ob koncu leta 1921 – ustanovila društvo, ki je 
-

-

-

nepristranske znanosti in to celo ne oziraje se na potrebe univerze«. Društvo je tesno sodelovalo 
tudi z univerzitetnim svetom. Ob ukrepih beograjske vlade zaradi neakademske upokojitve ne-
katerih profesorjev na zagrebški univerzi brez vednosti in sodelovanja akademskih oblasti so 
skupaj nastopili in izrazili nestrinjanje. Glede stroškov, ki so bili potrebni za obstoj univerze, 

-

-

-
tetskih nastavnika kraljevine Jugoslavije« s tremi sekcijami v Beogradu, Zagrebu in Ljubljani. 

Ljubljanske pokrajine s posebnim odsekom za univerzitetne profesorje in docente. Po vojni je 


