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MUSLI: an integrated museum from school to 
children’s books in Torino
MUSLI: povezovalen muzej od šole do otroških knjig v Torinu

-
rolo ustanovila Muzej šolstva in otroške 

literature in tako dopolnil razstavo o zgo-
dovini šolstva. Nov muzej imenovan MUSLI 
(Museo della Scuola e del Libro per l'Infanzia 

Vsebina muzeja je povezana s šolskim mu-

Botta. Teme o knjigah so bile vedno prisotne 
v šolskem muzeju. Slednji še posebej raziskuje 
knjigo Edmonda De Amicis z naslovom Srce 

in literaturo. Pod znamko »MUSLI: muzej za 
-

dostopnost vedenja o zbirkah MUSLI in mu-
zejski didaktiki.

15th

Abstract
The Tancredi di Barolo Foundation established 
the Museum of School and Children’s Litera-

started the new Museum itinerary project, 
dedicated to Children’s Literature’s history, to 
complete the exposition about school’s history. 
The new Museum itinerary, branded MUSLI 
(Museo della Scuola e del Libro per l'Infanzia - 

-
tion celebrations and was inaugurated on 23rd 
of November 2011. The new Museum itiner-
ary is linked to the School Museum itinerary 
thanks to the Eredi Botta Historical Typogra-
phy. Indeed, the book theme has always been 
present in the School Museum itinerary, which 
particularly investigates the book Cuore writ-
ten by Edmondo De Amicis, comparing past 
and present school and literature. Under the 
banner “MUSLI: a Museum for everyone” a 
project has started with the purpose to grant 
an ever wider public the enjoyment of our pat-
rimony, promoting an accessible knowledge of 
MUSLI collections and museum didactics.

*  
 



Creating links in education. Teachers and their associations

A popular African proverb says: “A whole village is necessary to grow up a 
child”.1 The tradition of every community, the experience and the studies under-
line that the educative dynamics is also a transmission of theories and practices 
from a generation to another, a continuous process involving every social sphere 

necessary a net, some connections, some links,2

connections and its nationwide and Europe-wide uniqueness in its “tripartite 

-
ent for staging and features, but strictly linked, inseparable. Furthermore, like 

3 -
tive nature” from its origins, making coexist in its inside the two types of “School 

 – the Museum as research and conservation of 
historical sources centre, and the Museum as a striking, nostalgic and delightful 

in which the expert and the visitor can relate with each other, becoming the “new 
experimenters”, getting in touch with the collections and the locations, thanks to 
an innovative fruition concept and the precious contribution of multimedia.

The Foundation Tancredi di Barolo was born in 2002 thanks to the rich col-

materials – made available by Marilena and Pompeo Vagliani, and the concession 

contribution of the Public Authority and the involvement of the University of 

today counts 12.000 volumes, school books, books of pleasant reading, reference 

-

at the forefront of the preservation and enhancement of educational and scholastic heritage, 

delle iniziative di raccolta, conservazione e valorizzazione dei beni culturali delle scuole, «Hi-

501.
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-
ercise-books, diaries, posters, school report cards, diplomas, essays, educational 
tools, educational games and other scholastic materials, sections dedicated to au-
thors and illustrators for childhood, photographs, advertising etc.), the “Salgari 

of the novels by Emilio Salgari and original tables) and the Museum have been 
started.

-

-

President Pompeo Vagliani. The Foundation aims to be a support for school, 

conferences, meetings, readings, creating multimedia, working as a referee in 
projects to recover, safeguard and value numerous funds related to scholastic and 

and a prudent management of available resources, because of the progressive 
decrease of public and private fundings.

MUSLI - Museum of School and Children’s Literature in Palazzo Barolo  



Creating links in education. Teachers and their associations

originally destined to the servants (dormitory, pantry, laundry), is an engaging 
journey in the school of the nineteenth and twentieth century, in which the visi-
tor, between striking locations and original objects, becomes a student of the 
past and the absolute protagonist of the visit.

period” to “The early twentieth century classroom”, passing by the funny vision of 

(fun) teaching of mathematics and science, “The Mutual Teaching Hall” and “The 
nursery school room” – represent the metaphorical growing and learning process 
of the child and the historical evolution of the school, from the early experiences 
of primary education started by the Marquis Tancredi in Palazzo Barolo (and 

which the Museum is located, and with the city and the school history).
The itinerary’s aim is to put, in an active way, by direct experience and dram-

encouraging, at the same time, a critical reading of the present, by the compari-
son and the value of the tokens, materials and experiences of the pedagogical 
tradition of Turin and Piedmont. As proof of the interconnections between the 

education.
The continuous reference between school and children’s book allows a per-

manent and natural comparison between literature of the past and of the present, 

connections with the school are various too, as we will see shortly. The project of 
the Museum itinerary dedicated to the children’s book’s history has been started 

-

-

remember that what appears in front of the eyes of the visitors is just the 1 per 

unit dedicated to illustration and children’s and scholastic literature’s history on 
the territory open to the public.

The link between this itinerary and the one already consolidated is repre-
sented by Eredi Botta Publishing Typography, the third typographic industry of 
Turin in the nineteenth century, which also printed scholastic and reading books, 
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-

in the end, the bond between school’s history and book’s history is symbolized 

an absolutely reversible way, showing the signs engraved by the students in the 
course of time too.

The illustration, as artistic and educational work, where the child can also 
become protagonist and creator, is one of the leading themes of the set-up, and 

the role of Turin in the publishing for the childhood is highlighted and, through 
temporary exhibitions, the principal publishers for the childhood of Piedmont 

illustrators.

-
dren’s book and media is highlighted. The Didactics Room allows to translate in 
practice, never forgetting the playful aspect, the ideas suggested by the itinerary.

The “Golden Staircase” – entitled to the most famous book series edited 
in Turin by UTET in the Thirties – underlines the importance of book series in 

-

MUSLI - Museum of School and Children’s Literature in Palazzo Barolo  
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“Flip through the Book” – makes an interesting contrast with the School Museum 

-

devices permit to enjoy, in an original and interactive mode, the exposed tokens, 
to build a personal itinerary, to listen to animated readings, pieces from the Pi-

-
lished an useful collaboration with (and here the link is concretely represented 
by the mouse click!).5

So far we have analyzed the internal links, that series of mutual and con-
tinuous exchangings between objects, themes and contents, which made our 
institution unique and rich. However, the connections go also and above all over 

-

– to build together exciting activities and ad hoc projects, according to the scho-

exhibitions, publications and activities.
-

ebrations and the cultural exhibition “The Books’ May” (in collaboration with 

allowing a stimulating enrichment and an useful convergence of know-how and 
experiences.

characters, songs and games in the children’s books between nineteenth and 

of the future: Jules Verne and the others” (exhibition of books, posters, periodi-
cals, objects, games, realized by Piero Gondolo della Riva and Pompeo Vagliani 
on the occasion of the General Assembly of the Société Jules Verne’s of Paris of 
2013) and “Sailing with Salgari” are just some examples.

5 For a more detailed description of the itineraries, the collections and the sections, see Pompeo 
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Among the new projects, we remember the recent conferments of the 
Tancredi Vigliardi Paravia fund – composed by documents, furniture, pictures, 

a “cross media” project (here is another case of link and mix) in collaboration 

scholastic archives and the collect of scholastic tokens from the Second Postwar 
to the Seventies, by the interviews taken to the families by students of a selec-
tion of primary schools of Turin, with the purpose to realize a series of radio 
broadcasts and a multimedia platform about school’s history. Because of its rela-

accessibility, according to the itineraries’ characteristics.

with the purpose to grant an ever wider public the enjoyment of our patrimony, 
promoting an accessible knowledge of the collections and Museum Didactics. 

-

touch the majority of the exposed objects, to explore the rooms according to his 
personal time and interest, to sit on the ancient school desks and to enjoy the 
atmosphere of the past.

equipped with emplacements with large touch screens adjustable in height, by 

MUSLI - Museum of School and Children’s Literature in Palazzo Barolo  
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which it is possible to enjoy the materials, properly translated in a tactile way , 
in an alternative and complete mode, to reproduce the animations of leverage 

and tactile books, an A3 format table, in black and Braille, giving a general idea 

and will be active from the next school year, while a research about the disa-
bled child in the children’s literature between nineteenth and twentieth century 
has been already completed, on the occasion of the exhibition “Forbidden not 

A lot has been already done, but very much could be furthermore realized: 
-

nal meetings, but also thanks to lessons and in-depth courses organized on the 
territory, as, for example, the course “Museum operators and disability”, promot-

-
ian National Union of Volunteers Pro Blind People.

An important comparison moment took place on 1st December 2012, on the 

helping us in our formation: an afternoon for the families with disabled children 
(and not only), full of proposals (pop-up books to browse and experience, the 
Braille printing, the creation of a little Pinocchio from a clothes peg…), consider-

journey… And everyone can and must be captured by its magic!

Bibliography

-
zazione delle iniziative di raccolta, conservazione e valorizzazione dei beni culturali 

-

-

An institution at the forefront of the preservation and enhancement of educational 
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Summary
MUSLI: an integrated museum from school to children’s books 
in Torino

Francesca Mogavero

The Tancredi di Barolo Foundation, created in 2002 by Pompeo Vagliani, established the 

the new Museum itinerary project, dedicated to Children’s Literature’s history, to complete the 
exposition about school’s history. The new Museum itinerary, branded MUSLI (Museo Scuola 

The exposition valorizes the rich international historical fund, composed by 12 thousands 

Foundation’s archive and library. It is the most important centre dedicated to illustration and 
children’s and scholastic literature’s history on the territory open to the public.

The new Museum itinerary is linked to the School Museum itinerary thanks to the pres-
ence in Palazzo Barolo, from 1869 to 1903, of the Eredi Botta Historical Typography, the third 
most important typographic factory of Turin in XIX century, that printed scholastic texts and 
reading books too; the recalling of Freinet scholastic typography and the exposition of school 
newspapers make another connection to School Museum itinerary.

Indeed, the book theme has been always present in the School Museum itinerary, which 
particularly investigates the book Cuore written by Edmondo De Amicis, comparing past and 

In the Book Museum itinerary the disability is particularly minded: under the banner “MUSLI: 
a Museum for everyone” a project has started with the purpose to grant an ever wider public 
the enjoyment of our patrimony, promoting an accessible knowledge of MUSLI collections and 
museum didactics.


