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Med Ljubljano in Kreto - Simpoziji šolskih muzejev in šolsko-

Tradicionalni simpoziji šolskih muzejev in 
šolsko zgodovinski zbirk potekaja kot bi-

mednarodnega sodelovanja in izmenjave 
znanja in muzejskih izkušenj. Simpoziji pove-
zujejo muzeje in zbirke pa tudi raziskovalce z 
univerz in inštitutov na temo zgodovine šol-
stva. Prispevek kratko predstavlja poti do 15. 
simpozija v Ljubljani in razvoj mednarodnih 
simpozijev šolskih muzejev od leta 2013 na-
prej in opozarja na osrednje vsebinske teme 

-

-

Abstract
The traditional symposia on School Life and 
School History Museums & Collections have 

the aim of international cooperation and ex-
change of knowledge and museum experience. 
The symposia connect museums and collec-
tions as well as researchers from universities 
and institutes on the history of education. The 

Symposium in Ljubljana and the development 
of international school museum symposia 
from 2013 onwards and highlights the main 
topics and characteristics of the symposia 

for Papers for the next symposium in Greece 
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Key words

School Museum has been involved in this form of international museum coop-

already before the year 2000, as international expectations also reinforced the 
long-standing active participation of the Slovenian School Museum at these 
international meetings of school museums.1 This was mentioned very directly 

as from Eastern European countries.2 Many school museums operate as associa-

funded by the state, a region or city. The Slovenian School Museum, as one of 

museum for the history of education and has international connections, also due 

undertook with the cooperation and experience of the HAS-Historical Associa-

2012),3

 and the 
5 

-

-

operation. (B. Šuštar as coordinator of Symposium 2013).



Creating links in education. Teachers and their associations

The school museum symposia were initially mostly German-speaking, but 

English speaking symposium at the School Museum in Bergen, Norway (12th - 

next symposium was organized by the French National Museum of Education 
(13th

Pictures and teaching: international perspectives) and subsequently by the The 
Free University of Bozen-Bolzano and its Faculty of Education in Brixen, with 

th

Exploration into childhood. Time witnesses as cultural memory and their mean-
ing to the history and museum of education).

and Museums (15th

the last days of June. 2013 was also a special year due to two anniversary cele-

15. 10. 2019)

http://www.inrp.fr/images/musee/pdf/symposium-program-en.pdf (accessed 15. 10. 2019)

15th
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Museum and the 30th anniversary of the biennial symposia of school museums 
(1st

9 -
seum / Niederösterreichisches Schulmuseum) and his generation of museum 

history from universities and institutes. The bulletin of the Slovenian School Mu-

museums, so we were aware of the importance of the tradition of international 

were also able to draw attention to the founder of our symposia and to the 30-
year development of international school museum symposia.10

About the th  as the most important international event 

1990), the founder of the school museum in Michelstetten (Austria) and the in initiator of 

10 -

15th
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razgledi11 (a biweekly Slovenian periodical for teachers and other education 
12 Bulletin of the 

Slovenian Ethnological Society/Glasnik Slovenskega etnološkega društva13 and 

is still available today at the symposium’s website. Around 115 participants from 
25 countries across Europe (from Norway and Finland to the Netherlands, Por-
tugal and Greece and more) and some other continents (from Australia, Turkey, 

15 The symposium featured more 
 in the thematic issue of the 

covering both main topics of the symposium: teachers and their associations 
and pedagogical museums / museums of education / school museums, as well as 
their links with teachers' associations and with the tradition and the modernity 
of education. The published contributions are also diverse in geographical terms, 

-

The th Symposium
organized in Ballarat, South Australia (Victoria) by the Sovereign Hill Muse-

(Principal, The Sovereign Hill Schools) longstanding participation in school 
museum symposia, interesting museum content and attractive presentations, 
and the international (not just European) museum networking of school mu-

11

10. 2019)
12 Hakl Saje, M., Šuštar, B.: 15th -

-
tions as promoters of pedagogic development (historical and museum aspects) (report). Šolska 

13 -
th -

-

15 Symposium 2013, Programme, 

 Video of each presentation at the 2013 Symposium is available at the History of Slovenia portal 
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seums. The experience of operating a costumed school as part of the Sovereign 
-

cal public.

th symposium in Ballarat in March 2015.  The museum colleagues at Sovereign 
Hill in Ballarat were proud to be able to make the symposium a memorable ex-

addition to several German-speaking participants, there were also participants 

a representative from the Australian National Museum of Education which is 
-

fers a unique historical learning environment, as highlighted in the invitation.19

They also designed the content of the symposium according to their experience 

-
tive Pedagogy Success Story: Sovereign Hill Museum School. Research Report Ballarat 2011, 

-
nities-of-interest-three-unique-case-studies-in-wider-university-and-school-partnerships-in-
australia (accessed 15. 10. 2019)

-
larat 2015. 15th

19

16th
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20

th  was hosted 

which introduced itself after moving from a traditional location in Rotterdam to 
a new easily accessible location in the ancient city of Dordrecht. The 1939 build-
ing, nicknamed Holland, is also architecturally interesting and its open space is 
designed for exhibitions. Tijs van Ruiten, the director of the museum who also 

21 created 

th

-
senting School History for a New Era”. The interesting and diverse symposium 
program, as well as most of the sixteen lectures are presented at the conference’s 
website in the form of power point presentations. 22 The symposium gathered 

20 th

  
on-school-life-at-sovereign-hill/ 

21 Tijs van Ruiten, The Netherlands, The past, the future, now! A schoolmuseum for the 21 centu-
ry, 15th

22 th

17th
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about 30 participants from eleven countries, and three contributions were pre-
sented by colleagues from Slovenia. A brief report on the symposium is available 

23 

The th Symposium was also focused on the modern present and the fu-

Emdrup). The symposium on the theme of digitalization was organised by 
Aarhus University – Danish School of Education (DPU), its pedagogical library as 

in the project Skolehistorie, which is where the website of the conference can be 
found at http://skolehistorie.au.dk/en/.

people from museums and other institutions from 12 European countries, was 
-

23

-

17th International Symposium in Dordrecht, 2017.
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historie. The three-day event dealt with the theme of digitalization with four key 
speakers from outside museum circles: three from the host-country who, adapt-
ing the subject to a conference for school museums, presented the rich content 
from the viewpoint of a digitalization expert, conservation-librarianship and mu-
seum science. The contribution by the German historian presented illustrated 
children's literature. The two introductory addresses (also mentioning the de-

speakers, which enabled the participants from various, usually small school mu-
seums, to meet with the wider issue of digitalization from the viewpoint of the 
extensive experiences from larger cultural institutions, are fully accessible on the 

Keld Grinder-Hansen (1959-2019), who died just over a month before the symposi-

also continues the museum’s work on the history of Danish education. Speakers 
from individual school museums and other institutions connected with the his-
tory of education presented the beginnings and their subsequent experiences of 
including digital presentations in their museum work. Twelve abstracts are availa-

17th International Symposium in Dordrecht, 2017.
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ble on the symposium’s website25 and some other information on the conference in 

Conclusion

primarily through contacts with museums and universities in German-speaking 
countries, remain an important international museum and research hub in the 

-
ums of education and researchers of the pedagogical past is in favor of broadening 

from museums and universities. Also, by publishing the results of the sympo-
sium in this publication, we follow the successful examples of some previous 
symposia, such as the 3rd

25 th symposium for school museums and history of education collections 2019, https://

education-collections/

-

18th International Symposium in Copenhagen, 2019.
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th in 1995 in Rostock th 
 the 10th symposium in Bremen in 2003 (Show what you've got! 

Presentation of School History in the Museum).29 A publication was also pub-
lished after the 11th symposium, organized by the Foundation School Museum 

Museum and the 21st 30

also brought attention to some committed (enthusiastic) colleagues from previ-
ous symposia who accepted notable organizational and editorial work.31

 / Every tongue 
shall confess to God« 32 -

spite of international English being the working language of the symposium, the 
so-called Babylonian sections (with the possibility of presenting papers in Ro-
mance, Germanic and Slavic languages) enabled wider participation. Above all, 

the lectures widely available after the symposium. Video of each presentation at 
the 2013 Symposium is available at the History of Slovenia portal – Sistory: http://

For some, the symposium is primarily about confronting the internation-
ally comparable work of related museum institutions, for others the comparative 

to seek the answers to the challenges of modern times, including those brought 
about us by digitization and greater accessibility of material and results of mu-
seum work.

role of both museums or documentation centers for the history of education at 
universities is important, as well as the role of individual active school museums, 
which represent their work and link museum and research practices with a choice 

29 -
-

30

31

32



Šolska kronika / School Chronicle • 3 • 2019

of topics. This was also showed with the symposium in Australia (2015 Ballarat), 
where an active museum with an exceptional experience of the school's past was 
presented, and also related the topic of research with university researchers. Also 
interesting was the case of a symposium based on history, but forward-looking, 
as experienced in the organization of the newly erected and remodeled National 

the symposium covered topics ranging from digitization to the presentation of 
the exhibition work of individual school museums and their international exhi-
bition cooperation.33

The symposium was not organized by a museum since the Danish School Mu-

Project on the Skolehistorie online platform,  which enables digital access to 
museum and others content related to educational history. The website features 
key speakers and some lecture summaries.35

organization of the next 19th Symposium will be organized by the Greek School 
-

ical and cultural activities. The preparations started very early with the invitation 
-

content is set very broadly, directing us with museum and school-historical top-
ics to networking and learning environments towards an open and sustainable 
society. The symposium of school museums also awaits new opportunities in the 
future to link the museum and pedagogical aspects of the operation of museums 
of education, universities and institutes.

33 th

2019)
 Skolehistorie, The Danish educational History, https://skolehistorie.au.dk/en/ (accessed 15. 10. 

2019)
35

th symposium for school museums and history of education collections, 


